
         November 2009 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 

Romanian Appeal 
As you know, several weeks ago we were approached by Mrs. Jean Rudin from the charity 

Hands of Hope Romania. I agreed to ask our pupils and their families to help her organisation 

and so for the last two or three weeks Pupils in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 

One have been filling collection buckets with new toothbrushes and toothpaste. 

Key Stage Two pupils have been collecting blocks of soap, combs and 

hairbrushes. (The school purchased some small toys to add to the children’s 

collection). 

 

On Friday 20
th
 November Mrs. Jean Rudin came to assembly to collect the gifts from us so that 

she can make up Christmas parcels for children in Romania. I can tell you that Mrs. Rudin was 

genuinely overwhelmed by your generosity. 

 

Barnardo’s 

 
Thank you too for supporting our Wear Something Blue for School Day in support of 

Barnardo’s. The money we collected (50p per child) will be sent to Barnardo’s to be spent on 

providing some fun for Young Carers across the country. 

 

Children in Need 

 
We had a very special surprise visitor to school on Friday afternoon! Pudsey arrived 

half way through our assembly – which caused huge excitement for our pupils! We 

were able to tell Pudsey that all monies raised at our Family Film Night were to be 

donated to BBC’s Children In Need Appeal. The Film Night was superb and 

everybody thoroughly enjoyed the newly released film Night at the Museum 2. 

With the sale of hot dogs and other refreshments we were able to send a donation of 

£50 to the appeal. FANTASTIC! So all in all, our week of Caring and Sharing was a 

huge success. Thank you for your support once again….You should feel very proud of your 

important contribution to improving the lives of others.  

 

Year 6 Visit to Café Sports England 

(Jamie Carragher’s restaurant in Liverpool One) 

–  
On Wednesday 18

th
 November all of our Year 6 pupils were invited to be the first group of 

children to take part in a Healthy Eating Campaign being organised by Liverpool FC star Jamie 

Carragher’s Café Sports England restaurant in Liverpool.  

 

During the morning, children heard about the importance of eating a balanced diet….they had 

the opportunity to taste a variety of pizza toppings, discuss the relative health issues of 

each…..design a poster……make up a Healthy Pizza – have it cooked for them and then EAT 

their creation! (I made one for the staff too – it was delicious!) 

I am extremely grateful to Louise Lloyd – Jamie’s PA and Events Coordinator and Mr. 

Dudley McKnight for their help in organising the visit and to  Mr. Hennigan and Miss 

Best for their assistance with transport. Children came away with great memories 

and an invitation to return with their parents – children eat free! See the photos on 

our website at www.stedmundswestlancs.co.uk 

 

http://www.stedmundswestlancs.co.uk/


 

Accident Report 

 
On Wednesday, 11

th
 November we had an accident outside one of our 

classrooms…..Mrs. Frances Beeley (Grandmother) slipped on wet grass, fell and 

fractured her arm. I am so grateful to those parents who assisted staff in dealing so 

efficiently with this distressing incident. I am informed that Mrs. Beeley had been 

unable to get past other parents – some of whom had large pushchairs with them – and 

so had stepped onto the grass verge to pass. I have contacted our premises liaison 

officer to discuss with me as a matter of urgency, how we might avoid this ever 

happening again. In my 20 years here I am glad to say that this is the first such incident 

we have had – but I certainly do not want it to be repeated. Our sympathy and best 

wishes go of course to Mrs. Beeley.  

For the time being at least please take great care and be mindful that space 

on footpaths near classrooms is a little restricted at busy times. 
 

However, the response of our school community to distressing events such as this is 

always a source of great pride to me and something which I never take lightly or for 

granted. By showing - as so many did - such consideration, care and courtesy for 

somebody else – even in small and seemingly insignificant ways, your willingness to 

help provides a fine example to others and helps foster a positive and reassuring 

community spirit. 

 
Scalextric Championships  

 

On Tuesday, 17
th

 November between 4.30pm and 5.30pm male 

carers and KS 2 children were able to take part in the School 

Scalextric Championships!  

It was great fun…. With everybody getting the chance to race on a HUGE track set 

up in the school hall.  
 

The Lost Christmas 

 

Our good friends from the Plastersine Academy have asked me to let you know 

that they have produced an all new festive fairytale called The Lost Christmas.  

The show will run from 1
st
 to 6

th
 December at Ormskirk School. If you want to 

book tickets please ring 08450 177 811 or email tickets@plastersine.com 

 

 

A Word of Warning………….. 

 

It has come to my attention that several of our pupils have opened Facebook and other 

web-based accounts. I have also been informed that some children are including details 

on their profiles indicating that they are older than they really are.  
 

In some cases children are “pretending” to be over 18 years of age. 
 

As you will understand, this could lead others to make wholly inappropriate comments or 

suggestions to these youngsters. 

 

It is a matter for you of course which internet sites you allow your child to access or 

subscribe to whilst using the internet at home. I am certain though that you would also 

want to protect your child from any exposure to offensive or inappropriate activities. 

mailto:tickets@plastersine.com


 

Healthy Lifestyles! 

I am delighted that our Year 6 pupils will once again have the opportunity to use the 

gym at the Nye Bevan Swimming Pool in Skelmersdale’s Concourse. Sessions will 

begin after Christmas and will run from 3.30pm until 4.30pm. Children will be 

supervised by Mrs. Maguire and either myself or another member of staff. We will walk 

to and from the Nye Bevan Pool regardless of weather conditions! These sessions are to 

be paid for by Skelmersdale Action for Youth and have been organised with the help of 

Mr. Alan Lewis. 

 

Care is needed……. 

“Thousands of young children are buying coloured wristbands every week. But 

parents have no idea of their true disturbing meaning….|” 

 

I am extremely grateful to the father of three of our pupils who came to speak with me 

recently. He told me about a serious matter - which has been reported in the national 

press and on the internet – concerning children all over the country and the wearing of 

coloured rubber wristbands. I will not go into too much detail here, but it is sufficient to 

say that by snapping the band of another, children are demanding forfeits of a most 

unsavoury nature. I must point out that I am not aware of this happening at St. 

Edmund’s, but it is an issue which I believe you should be made aware of.  

 

 
FILMING AT CHRISTMAS / NATIVITY PERFORMANCES 

 
Questions arise frequently in connection with photography and filming at school performances 

around Christmas. I thought that I would attempt to clarify the situation here at St. Edmundõs. 

Sometimes schools around the country receive complaints from parents who do not want strangers 

photographing their child. Others parents though complain that the school has stopped them from 

bringing cameras to school events.  

In either case the cry goes up, òItõs a breach of my human rights!ó  

In fact, it is not.  

The laws of this land decree that it is perfectly proper for schools to adopt either position ð 

allowing or prohibiting filming and photography. Parents do not have a ôhuman rightõ to prevent 

someone taking a photograph of their child; nor do they have a õhuman rightõ to be allowed to film at 

a school event. 

However, unlike the position where the school takes images of children, parents are not bound by the 

principles of the Data Protection Act when they film or photograph school activities. Where parents 

Respect……It’s not just required in the Premier League! 

 
Following a rather disappointing report which I received from Mr. Richardson following a recent 
football match 
I intend to issue the following note to all spectators 
 

Please remember……… 
 

The referee of this match deserves the right to do his/her job without being verbally 
abused or questioned about decisions. Such actions only serve to undermine authority 
and set a poor example to our youngsters. Whilst he/she may make occasional 
mistakes THIS IS NOT CHEATING.     
Most people understand and respect this right.   THANK YOU FOR BEING 
ONE OF THEM. 



are allowed to photograph and film, it would not generally be appropriate for a school to try and 

impose rules as to the circumstances in which parents may later view or use those images. 

(The only exception would be where a school has reason to believe that a 
parent might intend to use a recording of a copyrighted work for purposes other than family or 
domestic use). 

Lancashire Authority believes that it is entirel y a matter for individual schools as to whether 

or not they will allow parents to photograph or film school events.  

I have discussed this issue in the past with the Governors of the school and we believe that if I am 

aware of the identity of adults taking photos or filming events and am happy for them to continue 

then that should be sufficient to reassure you. 

 
 

Here are some important events/dates taking us up to the end of 

term…..Parents are welcome to attend those marked + 

  
DATE TIME EVENT WHERE? 

27/11 Non-Uniform Day 

KS2  for  Bottle Tombola 

KS1  for  Grocery Tombola 

 

30/11 

+ 

3.15pm Decorate 

School Hall for 

Christmas 

School Hall 

4/12 

+ 

5pm – 8pm Christmas 

Fayre and 

Santa’s Grotto 

School 

7/12 

+ 

10am FSU 

“assembly” for 

parents 

School Hall 

7/12 2.30pm Oaks Church 

Assembly 

School Hall 

8/12 

+ 

2pm Nativity – 

Dress 

Rehearsal 

School Hall 

9/12 

+ 

7pm Infant Nativity School Hall 

10/12 9.15am FSU breakfast 

with Santa 

School Hall 

10/12 Lunch Time Christmas 

Lunch for 

pupils and staff 

School Hall 

11/12 

+ 

10am Carols, Coffee 

& Community 

School Hall 

14/12 9.30am Joint Carol 

Concert 

Trinity School 

14/12 2.30pm FSU 

“assembly” for 

school 

School Hall 



 

15/12  

+ 

9.30am  Pupil Talent 

Show 

School Hall 

15/12 1.15pm Class Parties Classrooms/Hall 

18/12 1.30pm * School Finishes  

 
* PLEASE NOTE THIS SLIGHT CHANGE TO OUR USUAL CLOSING TIME…..THIS 

CHANGE WILL BRING US IN LINE WITH MANY OTHER LOCAL SCHOOLS AND WILL 

PREVENT US BEING INUNDATED WITH VISITORS AT THE END OF THE DAY. 

 

Road Accident near school….. 

 

I received a report early this morning (Monday) from a very distraught 
neighbour whose cat had been killed earlier by a car which had 

dropped off children at our school. He said that he is often concerned at 
the speed at which some vehicles approach our school. I have emailed 
Lancashire Highways Authority and asked representatives to visit 

school - as a matter of urgency - with a view to putting in place some 
traffic calming measures along the access road close to school. In the 

meantime, I would urge you to be ex tremely cautious near to the vehicular 
entrance to school. The gentleman was particularly upset because his cat had on 
an identity collar with the ownerõs contact details but his pet had simply been 
left in the road. I can only assume that the driver was u naware of the accident  
or the injuries caused to the animal.  

 
Now with Christmas just around the corner here are some jokes to get you in the 

mood ….. 

 
What do you call a man who claps his hands at Christmas time?  
Santapplause  

What do gorillas sing at Chr istmas?   
Jungle Bells, Jungle Bells...  

What do you get if you cross a cat with Father Ch ristmas?  
      
 Santa Claws.  

Who carries a sack and bites people?  
Santa Jaws.  

        

A lady was picking through the frozen turkeys at the supermarket, but couldn't  
find one big enough for her family.  

She asked an assistant, "Do these turkeys get any bigger?"  
The assistant replied, "Not now, they're dead."  

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CHECK YOUR CHILD’S BOOK BAGS FOR 

IMPORTANT MESSAGES AND NOTES  FROM SCHOOL.  

…and be sure your child knows if you put dinner money etc in their 

bag, so they can hand it to the teacher at registration.  

How does santa begin a joke?  

"This one will sleigh you...."  



 

 

    Q. What did the elf use to make him taller?  
    A. He used elf raising flour.  

     How do you catch a  squirrel?  
     Climb up a tree and act like a nut.  

Teacher: Give me a sentence with the word 'analyze' in it.  
Pupil: My sister Anna lies in bed until nine o'clock.  

      What do you call a nervous witch?  
         a twitch.  

What do you call a girl with the Titanic on her head?  
Mandy lifeboats.  

     Doctor, Doctor, I keep thinking I'm invisible.  
        Who said that?  

Doctor, Doctor, everyone keeps ignoring me.   
Next, please.  

     Doctor, Doctor, I've just swallowed a clock!  
     Don't worry -  there's  no cause for alarm.  

Doctor, Doctor, I keep thinking I'm a pack of cards.  
Just sit there and I'll deal with you in a minute.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thatôs all for now folks! 

 

 

Your Prayers are needed for:   

Mrs. Muriel Asman (Mrs. McKnightôs mum) very poorly in hospital following a 
massive stroke.  

Mrs. Frances Beeley ï in considerable discomfort with a fractured arm.  

Mrs. Elaine Prescott ï recovering after a serious operation  

Mr. Ian Worthington ï Recovering after suffering a stroke  last week  

Mr. T. Cureton RIP ï Eternal rest give unto him O Lord.  


